
A
mericans have always been 
infatuated with canines: 

� Wc've heen gaga for Lassie, 
Rin-Tin·lin, Benji and Beethoven. 
Knowing this national affection for 
pups and pooches, it makes perfcct 
sense that the anistic team behind 
Dufeu·Bcars 15 getting a lot of feed­
back. Here i5 a kennel's wonh of 
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The Dufeus are forging a path 
as a creative and innovative 
design duo. Features editor 
Stephanie Finnegan chats 
with the pair about how 
looking backward has helped 
them to strive ahead. 
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carefully poscd and snazzily decked OUt. 
The purebreds thaI spring fonh horn 
Günrer and Eva's studio are a <anine fand· 
er's dream. One doesn't want LO dog· 
whisper ahout these wondcrfvl creations; 
instead. you want tO asccnd tO thc roof· 
top:> and shom the praise.Č of these excit· 
ing and cxhilarating eharaClCcs. 

Bes.ides fashioning fabulous Fido$ and 
Fifis, the Dufcus also ace first·rate, tOp· 
noteh §t!.1r artists. Their banalion of bIu· 
ins run Lhe gamut horn mil itary men to 
coquettish cuns, ptoper and prim British 
lords tO raunchy and raueaus mohair 
mariners. 

"All uur animals have thejT rast lives 
and biugraphies,' husband Cünter 
explains. 'This IS really a marvdous part 
of our work. For example, my personal 
bear, 'Charly the drunken saUor,' has an 
unknown parentage , but he is an old 
sailor who has lots of expcriences all 
oller the world. He is weH known in all 
port tallerns and loves ale and malt 
whiskey! If you promise a beet co him, 
he'U tell you unbelievable stofies hom 
atound the globe. hch time we traIlei tO 
the sea, we take Charly with us. · 

Eva also has an inanimate amigo that 
accompanies her on their Europe<ln \lnd 
imercontinemal ueks. Befitting a lady's 
confidant, Eva'!; čfamiliar· is mueh more 
buttoned-up and button-down. "I really 
love my 'William' and he is always with 
me. Whcn we are traveling, he gets some 
new buttons or other 
small gifts. William 
Ioves Great Britain, and, IIMany of our bears end up as boys. 

Perhaps it's because a natural 
bear looks very masculine.1f "Fudge: 18 

inches, is 
resplerodent in 
his meticulously 
milde attire. in my fantasies, he was born in Corno 

wall and grcw up lhcre. !t's nu Qurprise 
that he still looks like an English land· 

lord. Sometimes when we are drink" 
ing a cup of tea, he teils me srories 
about his <ountry life in good uld 
England. He makes me lIel)' happy!" 

The charactcrs [hat havc emergcd 
from the Dufeus' atelier have, likc­

wise, made many coJleetors happy and 
keep them coming back for mOfe. 

ĎI've been representing the l)ufeus' 
bears and dogs for the past rhrce (0 four 
years, � Mafia BaIser, uf My Friends & 
Me, leesbufg, Va., states. "On a regular 

basis, we commission exdusive new 
designs hom the Dufeus, which we fea­
ture in our bimonthly ads In this maga­
zine. The Dufeus' creations adorn our 
Èhop, ,md they bring much joy and 
exciremenl to aUf avtd collectors. Each 
and ellery one of thetT bears has its own 
fadal charaeter, and combining that 
with their colorful and inuicatcly 
detaHed dOlhing. they do stand out in a 
dass of their own.'" 

When {he Dufeus are asked to imag­
jne who their typica! collectors might 
be, they bolh scratch th<..-ir head!.. ďI 
think a lovely person would be the most 
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perftet new owner for our animals/ thc 
couple agrees. 

Born Eva and Günter grew up respect­
ing and interacting with cuddly crit­
ters-real-live ones and the plush vari­
elY. For Eva, there was a touch of D[. 
Doliule caufsing through her veins. 

āMy grandparents wer€: thc owncrs of 
a small shop in Dortmund wherc it was 
possible tO buy a lot of different domes­
cie animals.Ă Eva also lists a palf of zoo!­
ogists among her animal-oricntcd ances­
tors. Because four-Ieggcd feiends mat­
tered so mueh in her family history, 
whcn shc was born, sn€: was givcn a 
Steiff teddy bcar. aThat's whcn my life­
lang love affair wirh hears began;" soe 
asserts. Adtlitionally, one of Eva's grand­
mas had been iI proud bear collectof, hut 
her assortmcnt of mohair treasures didn'( 
survive World War I. �My grandma. 
would tell me stories about these beacs, 
and she would try tO rc-creatc them for 
mc horn scraps of material and fabeie." 
This combin.ltion of spinning Y.lrns 
while th reading needles has followed 
Eva [0 this day. 

Günter, too, grew up wirh a deep .lnd 
tme connection tO his toys and ;heir 
imaginary powers. ăGrowing up. I had a 
little bcar and a dragon, both wee>! 
always wlth me in my bedroom. They 
were my hest friends and my fighters. I 
was able to share .111 my fears aod my 
problems wirh them, so 1 was never 
.lIane. I will never forget them, :md I'm 
still sad, because I lost them one day." 

Since both husband and wife have had 
such deep commitments [0 [heir pas[ 
playthings, [hey make sure tO brt:.lthe iI. 

recognizable light into theie creations' 
eyes .lnd posture. 

ĄEach time one of oue bears oe 
dogs is harn, we talk about him. 
We discuss hirn at grcat lcngth, 

l and then he gets his name. Each 
one has his oe her own individual 

expression, and when all of that is 
completed, we discuss the outfit and 

the fight materials for it. Many of our 
bears end up as boys. Perhaps it's 
because a natural beae looks very mas· 

cuHne,� Eva muses. 0Ea.ch beae lias his own 

expression whcn hc is harn, .lnd wh.lt can 
I da if he decides to become a hay? � 

Far left: 'Sikes: 19 irlches. is handsome and 
appealing. Nur left: One·of]·kind "Lou" is "" 
lß.irlch explorer. 
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Eva Olm.! Günter love to parent their 
ncw b(;cllS and dogs as they emerge inta 
their home-based WQrkshop, located in 

Mülhdm an der Ruhr, Cermany. The 
Dufeu hOllschold iX bursting with vitali­
ty and love. They share their abode with 
three of their four chiklren and two Jack 
RusseIl terriers. ·Our horne IS a 
mixtUfC of modern and an· 
tiques. Ir is always full of life 
and laughter. Making our dogs 
and hears is our full-time occu­
pation, tmt 24 houls a day is 
not even enough tO finish a!! 
that we want to do.p 

When the busy anists 
m.anage {Q find a free 

Rlght: "Flgin" is an 18-!nch 
one-of-a·kind that is regal 

and stately. 

moment, they indulge their sepa· 
rate and combined passions, 
which indude ·playing wich the 
kids, playing wirh and walking 
OUT terriers, visiting antique maT­
kets, fishing, listening to classical 
musie, browsing art galle ries and 
reading.ă Their crcatures reflecl 
chis hybrid of hislory, literary pur­

suies and hands-on inter­
action wilh animals. 

"The Dufeu bears are 
very appealing and have a 

bit of a tcrrier lock (0 them. 

largcr beaTs can be a bit 
se.rious-looking and haw a 
Steift appearance to ehern. 
The Dufcu bearsare unique 
in their designs. Thty are 
extremcly well-dressed in 

Above: An edition of three, XlIeynold' is an 18';nch 
elegant ,hYra<ter. Left: "McRosu" enjoys being a 
girl-i! very rife occurrence lor a Dufeu creation. 

wonderfuHy made outfits. They are also 
slUffed very weU-wilh a mrnbinllcion 
of pellets and give$ thcm a 
soft and heavy feel . They are surpmingly 
cuddly," Jasper Pears()n, of Sue Pearson 
DoI.ls & lcddy Bears, Brighton, F:ngland. 
observes. 

PearXon's commentary is il hcautiful 
summation of what the Dufeus strive 
for: gorgcous garbing, surreal rcalism 
and breathtaking detailing. Thelr teddies 
and terriers are a sensational melding of 
the Dufeus' past histories, prcscnt-day 
lifestyles anu future aspirations . * 

Giillla ,md Eva Du(ell, DII{ell Bear, 
ütiswtal f, 45468 /vliillleim (111 da R.llltr, 
GUllldIlY; zdeplrollc: +49 (0)208,) 23 88; 
dll{ell-bll1f@glllx.de; dllfcll-bear.dW 

Teddy llcilr Reviev" congratulates Eva 
aod Günter Dufeu on theit 2007 

Golden Teddy nods_ For a complete list 
01 who dnd ......nat has reccived a GTA 
nomin,ltion, p1case turn to page 7.2. 
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