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"n,."y. a counrry that has 
long e.xemplified old­

world charm and unparalleled crafrs­
manship :tnd engineering, is horne to 
Eva :tnd Güntet Dufeu. harh artis(s 
in their own right. 'fher met in 1984 
at thc Graphie Atetier, a photograph 
and ans studio in Essen, Gcrmany. It 
was love at first sight. 3nd they mar­
ried two years later. 

At the time, Eva was srudying 
graphie design and warking as a pro­
fessional airbrush illustrator. Güntet 
studied painting :tod sculpting, but 
he was warking as a management 
supervisor for an advertising agency. 
W ithin a few years, however, the duo 
would take their shared love for art 
in an emirel}' new dircction. 

In 1991 Eva began making beats, 
bur shc admits that her love for bears 
spans a lifetimc. In fact, whcn she 
was born her parents gave her a Ste­
iffteddy beaT. "Ir was a whole üfe's 
love," says Eva. "I don't think my 
patents knew at that time that ffi)' 
love for ted dies would last forever. n 

Eva's first attempt �\ bear making 
was a classic bear made completely 
out of brown felt and designed after 
a 1910 SteifE"Fe/ty was really weil 
loved by m)' two daughters," she says. 
"His tail was about 35 cm, and he 
looked vcry funny. Some years later 
we lost hirn during our travels." 

Günrer joined his wife in her 
eraft in 1997, and 
thcir first coUabora­

tive bear project was 
Wobby, a classica125-

inch bear drcsscd as a 
fisherman. 

"From the bcgin­
niJlg Eva made bears. n 

explains GÜnler. "We 
spoke abollt new ideas, 
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Eva and 
Dufeu's portrait of a dog. 

concepts. and we ocea­
sionally worked rogether. 

I wasn 't a bear anist at 
this time, but for sure I 

was a creati .... c coUecting my 
first c;l;pcriences in this new area." 
Togcther the self-taught artists have 
discovered a way [0 add character 

BY FELICIA HYMER 

48 II\!ddybcar«friends I spring '009 



./ 

and love [0 each of their creations. 
Shortly after Günter started mak­

ing bears, they adopted 
Lott, a German hunt 
terrier. Lot'l. passed 
away later that year from 
cancer, but his firne with 
the Dufcu family would 
change ehern forever. It 
was then th:u the idea was 

bom [0 ereate hirn as a clog 
with a ;<human touch,n and 
in 2004, their first dressed 
portrait dog was created as 
a lasting trihute ta theie be­
loved per. Lot'"L was brilliantly 
portraycd, and his pedigree set thc 
bar for all of thcir sculpted clogs. 

Today, from thcir horne in 
Mülheim, Eva and Cüntcr spend 
an)'\vhere from 30 to 100 hours on 
each beat or dog creation, dcpcnd­
iog on the size and complexity of 
thc desigll.1he sizes range between 
10 [025 inches. They like ta usc 
qualit)' traditional materials such 
as Schulte mohair, mourh-blown 
glass eyes from Cermany, leather. 
linen, excelsior. and wool, and they 
often iocorporntc vintage materi­
als to create custom outfits as welI. 
Each cosrume is always unique aod 
created solely by the artists. Togethcr 
[hey brainstorm ideas and create 
each work of art. "Our job positions 
change wirh cach projcct," says Eva. 
"Somctimes I cut [he fabric and he 
sculpts. Sometimcs he designs the 
oudit and I scw it.Â 

www.teddybearandfriends.com 

Rex, a German 
shepherd 
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people da." 

Thcy often create soft­
sculpture dogs from photos 
of acntal dogs. "Ir's more 
than just capturing the look 
of a breed or a dog's person­
ality," says Eva, "ir's about 
looking into a dog's eyes and 
seeing his soul. Dogs make 
the best subjccts. Generully, 
they are obedient, good souls. 
1hey're honest and uusting. 
They don't hide emotions as 

FromJack Russell terriors 
(0 collies, bulldogs to golden 
retrievers, there's no end to thc 
brecds the artists can create. 
Over thc ycars, thc Dufeus 
have srudied the emotions and 
characteristics of clogs. From 
thc c.xpressivc eyes to sculpting 

the face und grooming the fur, Eva 
and Gümcr havc hclped to define 
the essence of man's best friend._ 

Eva and Giinter Du/eu 
Td, +49 (0)20832388 

'W'W'W.dufeu-bear.de 

Bino, a rough collie 

Collectors can flnd their hears and dogs 
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