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DUFEU

BEARS:

German Bears With Old-Style Charm

Ardent teddy
bear enthusiast
Patricia Green
infroduces the
stunning creations
of Eva ond

Gunter Dufeu

cars ago in Germany. young Eva Dufeu lisiened

to the stories told by her grandmother. Eva's

grandmother had grown up in the carly 1900s
with many beauatiful mohair animals which were given
10 her by her own parents who owned a pet shop and
loved animals. Among her 10ys were four teddy bears
she was very fond of. She enjoycd 1ciling her young
granddaughter, Eva. about their adventures. Sadly. nonc of
these teddy bears survived WWI but Eva's grandmother
made them come alive by telling Eva siories about them
ard by recreating them from scraps of maicrial. At the
tinie. Eva did not keow how much influence this would
have on her life later on. In fact. this carly inspiration may
have been what browght Eva into the world of 1eddy bear
artistry, where she has been ereating bears since 1991. In
2002, Eva was joincd by her hushand. Giinter. and they
havc been selling their wondceriully classic bears under the
namc. ‘Dufcu Bears'. Thesc bears sre modern and very

original, but have an unmistakable well-loved and classic
look reminiscent of antiguc Steifi bears.

In fact. the first bear Eva sel eut to make (when her
children were yohng) was inspired by memories of thc
carly Stciff bears. “My dream at the time was to make
a classical bear like a Steiff from 1910.” she says. “Seo
{ started 10 makc a simitar one compleicly out of brown
felt.” Fely. as he wascalled, was adored by Evit’s 1wo
daughiers. “He was about 35¢m tall and he looked very
funny.” Eva rccalls. Sadly. Felty was lost somc years later
during a holiday trip. Whilc this was a first creation. Cva
has madc many bcars since then on the roud to bucoming a
true bear anist.

“All of what [ know about bear making. | have learned
mysclf,” Eva rcpons. [ never visited a ¢lass.” To make a
new bear, Eva first begins by drawing. Then she sculpts
the whole bear with Evaplast, a technique she learncd from

her grandmother. From this sculpied form, she then makes




a pattern. All of the Dufeu Bears acc made entirely by Gva
and Giinter, with no outside help. Both Eva and Giinter have
background and training in the arts. Eva has studied graphic
design, and worked as a professional in airbrush illustration.
Guner also stedied an. His arcas of spccialisation included
painting and sculpiing, ‘The experience in ar, shiared by the
coupl¢ has undoubtedly contributed to tae superb quality of
their ¢reations. Aucntion to detail and crafismanship can be
seen in teir work.

Giinter and Eva Dufeu live in Mijllieim an der Rubr, a cily
in Germany. They have four children — Ben, Serge, Michele
and Denise — whose ages range from 15 to 24 ycars. They
also havc two lively Jack Russell Terriers. In gddition to an,
they enjoy classical music and visiting anliques markets.

The Dufeus like working together and cnjoy sharing
their thougiis about beur snaking. Giinter previously had
a job in advertising. but as their bear-making grew, and
collectors responded enthusiastically to the bears. hic quil
his job to becorne a fulltime bear artist with Eva. According
to Eva, working together allows the couple to have creative
discussions about their work and this helps them to improve
as arlists,

The macerials used in Dufev Bears inciude German Scholte
nohair, alpaca, moutlti-blown glass cyes (rom Germwny, high
quality feit ané ecmbroidecy cotlon, leathier, Alcantara™ and
Sucdline. linen, natura) wood wool, kapok and. frequemly.
vintage materials. All of the materials used are top-of-the-
jine, which produccs the finest of bears. Eva und Giinter do
Dot know how many bears they have made as yet. “We did not
count.” says Eva.

Most of the bears they make are between 35-60cm,
although they have madc some bears beth sinaller und larger.
Many of their bears arc dressed. often using lovely vintage
materials. The Dufeus design and makc the clothes that their
bears wear.
www.leddybearscene.co.uk
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Photos show the many
faces of Duleu Bears
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In 1959, when she was born, £va was given a teddy
hear by her parents. 1 don’t think that my parenis kncw at
that time that my love for teddies would last forcver,” she
says 1oday. She stil) has this childhood tcddy who has been
with Eva for her entire lifc. She has since identified him as
a Steiff Qriginal Teddy in caramel colour. 35c¢m size.

Like many artists, Eva also ¢ollects bears; she has a
fondncss for black ones. Boith Eva and Gilatcr naturally
like the older. well-loved bears as well. ‘They arc
particularly fond of Steiffs. Indeed. when [ first purchased
a Dufcu Bear a conple of Years ago. 1 could not believe
how much the bear resemhied an carly Stciff. The bear not
only looked oid, bui had the feeling of a vintage bear as
well. “We admirc the old Sieiff veicrans. and mayhc this is
mirrored in our work.”” Glinicr says.

Sceing the beautiful Dufeu Bears, 1 cannot help but
wonder how Eva and Giinter #re able 1o part with their
wonderful ¢reations. [asked them if they ever feed they
havc to kcep onc of their bears. “Yes.” Eva agrecs.,
“somctimes it happens that a bear has te stay in our
home.™

Currently, Dufcu Bears are available from Eva and

Giinter's website and they are also sold on Ebay and at
bear fairs, The Dufcus plan 1o atiend Teddybiar Total in
Munster, Geomany. and Teddybir Welt in Wicsbaten,

www,teddybearscene.co.uk

Germany in 2005. They would also like to atiend and
exhibit a1 shows in the Untted Kingdom in 1he future.

As for their goals as bear artists. the Dufeus say, —It
is always 3 great challenge (o bring the soul ine a new
bear.” This idca. 1 think, is the hallmark of a truc bear
artist; the fecling that the bear has a distinet personality
wailing (o be broughi 1o lifc as well as being a well-made
crcation. When asked about their bear making philosophy:,
the Bufcus replicd, “Always when we start a new bear.
we try to miuke the best bearc in the world. Theee is never
success in this, but we don’t stop trying.”

Liva also adds. “Every time our bears bring love and

happiness 1o their humans. this is our goal.™
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Evo and Giirer Dufeu.
Muhrenkomp 31. 45468
MUlheim on der Ruhe,

Germaony

Web:
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