
DUFEU BEA	S: 
German Bears With Old-Style Charm 
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C8rs ago in Gcrmany. younS Eva Dufeu Jistcncd 

Lu thc Slones 10]d by her gra.ndmolhn. Eva's 

Sfandmolhcr had grown ur in the carly 1900q 

\Vi,lI many beautiful mohair Jnimals which wer<! gi"<:n 

'0 her by her own parents whoowncd 11 pel shop and 

](>vcd :lIIinlalƴ. Among her toys wcrc ((lUr letk1y bears 

she wa9 vcr)' fond of. She enjoycd lclling her young 

grandtlnughlcr. Eva. about thcir lIovcn!urcs. Sadly. none oe 

these tcutly bears Ƶur"i\'cd WWI hU I Eva 's grandmo\hcr 

made Illern COOle aliv<! by 1elliog o\'p Siorics l100Ullhcm 

lind by recreilting Illern fmm I>CrIops o( material. I\llhe 

original, bu[ h3\'C an unmislakablc wcll-Io\'cd and clJssic 

look reminiseem of :tllliquc Sldff bcar5. 

In fac!, Ihe lirsl ocaT EI':' seI OUIIO make (when hcr 

ehildrcn wer .. YOllng.) was inspircd by memories nf lhe 

early Sleiffbcars. "My dream at Ihe lime WIiS 10 make 

a clflSskal beaT like a Sleiff from 1910:' she s:\ys. ··So 

I $tarled 10 makc a ƶimil(tr one eompletely out of brown 

fell:· feh)', as hc \I·DScallcd, was lIdorcd b)' E":\'s 1\\"0 

oJughtcrs. "Hc WOl$ abOOI 3Sem talllInd he lookcd vcry 

funn)':' Eva rcealls. Sauly. fell)' was lost some years IMcr 

during a holid<l)' trip. While this W<l$ <Ilirst erealion. I:VOi. 

lime. [\'(1 did nOll;oow hllw ml.leh inOl.lcIIl"t: Ihis \\'Quirl has madc man)' bea!":'! sinee lhen on Ihe ro:to 111 b\:{'oming a 

hJVC (Jn her Ilie later on. In facl. Ihis early inspiT31ion mloy tnl(: bear :tnisl. 

havc been whƷ1 bTOUghl Eva inlo tht world oi teddy beaT ··AII of what ! kno\\' aboot bellr m:lking. ! hav\·!{':\fnCf! 

anistry. whcre shc has been ercnting bears since 1991. In myself.·' Eva repnn s ... [ nel"er visitƸd a cl:l ss.·' To mƹ"e a 

2002. Evn W:\$ joincd by her hu9hnnd, Giinler. and the)' ncw bƺar, Eva first begins by drawing. Then she $CU\plS 

havc been ƻelling their wondcr1ully classic beaTS undcr thc the wholc bear with EvaplƼst. a tcehniquc 9hc "'ƽrncd from 

name. ·Dufeu Scars'. Theƾe b.;3Tƿ arc modern and very her grllndmolha. From thiǀ $eulptcd fonn, 9hc then mukcs 
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In 1959. when shƼ was hom. Eva wa.K givcn 11 teddy 

bear b)' her parcrllÁ. "I don·tthinJ.: thai Pl)' p.1rcn(.z ÀIICW:1t 

Lhm link: Lh:n my 1(1l'c fm Ic:d<.!its would laƽt fQrevcr:' Khc 

sa)'s 100a)'. Sh..: slil1 has this childhood teddy who haK been 

wilh EI'3 for h.:r enlire life. She has sinee idenLificd hirn a5 

11 Sleiff Orisinal Teddy in caraPlcl eolour. 3Sem .ile. 

Likc Plan)' artiS(s. El'a alsll cnlle<:ls bears: shc: hu t 

fOll(lnesƾ fOf black olles. BOlh Eva lind Günler na\llr.'lily 

like the older. ",cll-Iovccl lxlars as weil. Thcy::trc 

p::tnil:ulllfly fond of St.:i((s. Indcctl. when ( fiƿt purchascd 

a Dufcll BCHt::t t:ullpic OfYC31'lj :lgu. I could not beli!:vc 

huw mut:h the bear rescmhlcd tn earl)' Stciff. Thc h.:ǀr nol 

onl)' looJ.:cd old, 001 hlld Ihc (eeling of a vintaǁe bc"r a� 

weil. "\Ve a<lmire Ihe 01<1 Stei((vel<:r:lns.llnd ona)'hc Ihis is 

mirrorcd in our wurk," GUnler ǂays. 

Sccing thc bcautiful Dufcu Bears, I eannot hctp but 

wonder how Eva and Güntct lIfe able i() parI with thcir 

wondcrful crcations. [a.ǃkeu Ihtm irlhey el'cr fccllhcy 

hllve 10 keep one o( thcir bcars. "Yes." E\'3 !lsrecs. 

"somelimeǄ il happens Ihal!l b.:ar has 10 Sill)' in Our 

home," 

Currentl)', Dufcu BearÂ are availablc from El'u and 

GünteT', wcbsile and thcy Itrc ,3lso 5olu on F.bay and at 

bc!lr (ail'!;. The !)llfcus plan LO 311cnd Tcdd)'bärTO!:l1 in 

MunSler, GCmt:lOlY. and Tnldybär Weh in Wiesba("tll. 

www./eddybeorscene.co.lJk 

Gcmlǅny in 2005. The)' wuuld also Hkc 10 allem] and 

eAhibil;l.1 5hows in Lhc Uniled Kingdom in Lhe future. 

As lOT Iheir goals as bear m1isls. Ihc Du(cu{ |ay. --lI 

is ǆlwa)·Ǉ a greal challenge 10 bring 100 sool inlO a ncw 

bear." This idea. I lhink. i6 Ihe hall mark of 3 true bear 

artiǈt: thc feeling lhatLhc bcar has a distinet perǉonalily 

waiLing 10 bc broughl lO life:15 weil as bǊing l\ well·made 

ereiltioo. Whell asJ.:ed 3bolll lhdr bear makjnǋ philo5l;lphy. 

Lhe Du(eus leplied. "Alw3YS when v,-e sIaM a oe'" beaT. 

we lry In ß1;lke Ihc bcM bear in Ihc world. TIt..:re is nel'Cf 

sueeeǌs in Ihis, but we d'Jn'1 5101' trying." 

E\'a ÃIso adds. "Every time our bcars bring lo ... e and 

hllppinc" 10 their hllmHns, Ihis is our gnal." 
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